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Phil Jeffries of Weatherly talks to his 6-year-old granddaughter, Olivia Winheld, while cross-country skiing last week on the area’s rail-trail.




Trying out the rail-trail

Cross-country skiers lay fresh tracks on four-mile trek

By MARK KATCHUR

mark katchur@standardspeaker.com

: '  hil Jeffries was able to stay
= almost on top of a fresh foot
. of snow, thanks to an early
March sun.

The snow had moistened just
enough - only hours after last
week’s storm ended - so that when
Jeffries planted his cross-country
skis, they sunk only 3 or 4 inches.

- His diminutive 6-year-old grand-
daughter, Olivia Winheld, barely
cracked the surface.
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Jeffries forged a new path through
the snow, leading his granddaughter
down the trail converted from rail-
roading to recreation.

The first leg of the local rail-trail
won't officially open until May 15,
when a ribbon-cutting ceremony
will be held to dedicate the four-
mile path through the woods.

Still, some hikers, bikers and
skiers have been using the trail,
which winds through Hazle Town-
ship’s southeast corner, from Route
93 to the Stockton Road.

“No one’s going to stop people

from using the trail in the mean-
time,” said Bob Skulsky of the
Greater Hazleton Civic Partnership,
the group behind the Greater Hazle-
ton Rails-to-Trails project.

That is, unless they are riding
snowmobiles or all-terrain vehicles,
which are prohibited there.

“They will be prosecuted if they
are caught,” Skulsky said.

Snowmobile tracks were laid
when Jeffries and his granddaughter
took to the trail Tuesday, but they
are much too bumpy for cross-
country skiers to use, he said.

He would much rather ski on
fresh snow, even though pushing
through it the first time requires
some extra muscle.

“You need a minimum of 5 to 6
inches so you can glide without

.going through the surface,” Jeffries

said. “It’s a harder workout, but
once you cut the tracks, it's great.”
Signs at both ends of the trail ask
walkers to be mindful of cross-
country ski tracks. Footprint holes
are akin to missing railroad ties on
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