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Nick Fisher leads the way as members o( the Greater Hazleton Are~ Civic Partnership scout a trail just off railr(]
beds near Ashmore, in Hazle Township. The partnership hopes to obtain permission for the public to walk, bike and.
one or more routes Between Hazleton and the Lehigh River.
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Hikers trek'onto rail-trail
. TheGreaterHazleton Area Civic

Partnership Jiosted.Saturday's trip,
which covered one of six routes it
has proposed for recreational tratls.
By KENT JACKSON
Standard-Speaker

Along the wide avenue of black dirt,
penned by rock walls and pitch pines, we
walked backwards on the timeline of
progress.

Thirteen of us hiked from Buck Mouhtain
to Ashmore, moving slower, quieter and
with less baggage than the trains that took
the route a lifetime ago.

The trains are gone.
So are the rails.
But the rail beds remain for less mecha-

nized forms of locomotion: walking, bicycling
and skiing.

People, not coal, are what's moving along
the line. .

Even if that is a step backwards in terms
of technology, it is the route to.the future for
the hard-coal lands around Hazleton.

The rail routes,that once carried hard
coal from the area's mines to cities along the
Eastern Seaboard, now attract vacationers
from those cities.
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A pair ofgeeseswim in a p(]
near Ashmore. When hikers
proached, the.birds took off.
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